
--;1.6,itt.,:414Mo:Li.,..44,.. 0.4..

R C :IP 0 R

.,...

.i, ED 017 374 :' RC 00: 315,,
= .

, ,,,,,,.,

RURAL RECREATION, NEWHOPPORTUNITIES-.ON PRIVATE LAND. . :Y ' '', ,-,----

DEPARTMENT OF ACRICULTUREOIASHINGION, D.C.
REPORT NUMBER HP-93 :. -:' PUB DATE ,JUN 13

EDRS PRICE MC40.25 HCS1.114 -. 2404

ABOUT WPERCENT OF ALL AMERICANS PARTICIPATED IN SOME

FORM OF OUTDOOR RECREATION IN THE SUMMER-OF:196p, AND THE

TOTAL NUMBER IS EXPECTED TO INCREASE THREEFOLD BY THE-TURNH9fl:
THE CENTURY. A LIST OF THE MOST.POPULARHOUTDOOR ACTIOTIER:
INCLUDES DRIVING, WALKING, GAMES, SWIMMING., SIGHTSEEING,.
BICYCLING, FISHINGHIRING, BOATIH04:ANDP1CNICING.- ALTHOUGH

A FEW RECREATIONAL RESOURCES ARE WITHIN THE SUBURBS, THE

MAJORITY ARE IN THEA4ORERURAL AREAS OF THE NATION. MANY SUCH

RESOURCES ARE ON PRIVATE LAND--PONDS ACCESSES TO STREAMS,

TOBOGGAN SLOPES, ICE '01471140:AgN45,,13;;NmAccomil9DATIoNsi
CAMPING FACILITIES, AND HUNTING AREASA: SECTION IS'INCLUDED-.-
ON HOW THE USDA CAN HELP TO ESTABLISH PRIVATE RECREATIONAL'

SITES THROUGH TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE, EDUCATION,

RESEARCH. AND RURAL REAS DEVELOPMENT..:THIS.BOOKLET IS ALSO

.AVAILABLE FOR $0.20 FROM SUPERINTENDENT OF DOCUMENTS,
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE, WASHIN+TON4'.-D.C. t0402. (CL)
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baps you will 1*,o

e .seeking
ti...yan.'haVe . a new-foUnd intercit'fin:scaniping47oli,koating,-:or

other o ttddO r activity? all ',p artota"great .national:-;surge to the
spaces. Increaiing' thrmip, ofurban-:aWelleri: are:7turningnaiurallp r

toPublit, parks,. foresti, and beaches' id find:telief.
,

,'.:enjciy..bUtdoor activity.- ' . ; . -'7
1%. ,,..
The Outdoors. Recreation- Resources. Review.. Commission ,hassaid-"t6t.:-,

Ur V.p:percent of all Amerkins participated in some form. ofOutdoor recreatidn'in':-
,the:innuner Of11960',':',Iniotal, they participated in ore activity or 4nother-On 4A ;billion
sepatite ektasions.'''-Ir=is that by 1976 .the:Ocal billiOn;'and. by the
year; 2000 it will be.:12A billiona 'threefold. increase. by the turn. of the".'seritUry,

.

-:$0:gicat, the. surge to t he outdoors th,a t publi C near :poputi=.
don centers can no_ longer accommodate all who ;Want- camp.
picnic, mina, and the. like. On average _Weekenciat';: die:, peak ,..season.
abiAit:. a fourth of the'p,tiblic. piCniC:..areastUrn away visitors. '

ditient:preisuret .baye.brolight plans fOreicParision::OfteCreation,acili=
ties; in. Natiofik State,: and local park and forest areas: In the next
yeait,',Swiinniing' Capacity: is scheduled to be increakc(bY;.70:Tercent,,

'55 percent; piCnic areas by 37, percent, and...*inter;='
area's by 36 peke*. . , ... . .

;,
. .

But 'much 'public land that ':can -,be used for recriatiOrr-isIn''reiritite-
areas: The Northeast,. where a fourth of the people live ,hasz-vin

;percent Of:the:public:recreation- acreage: :Of the 'mainland
;,traSt..,the :Vest where Only .15 .perCent

U.S. :'Department 'of..4griCUltUre :of OutddOr;:tectiatiari
facilities on fartrii-afid. ranches shows that the :greateit pOtentiat:'fOr,,in'

future' needs)S;;Ciri: the'.- Nation's' private
eXpetted- siriCenearlY three-fOUrths of the , LT:S, mainland is
.ownership.

The. ORRItt lObserved:. "Most. of faring, ,fdreits; and:, ranget,;-
F lands' which proiridk thoy'. different. kinds:'Of'recieatiiin'OpporOnities,,-

notably ',hunting, shing; hiking, 'picnicking, camping, and.sightseei g'"
priirate rural land is 'doubly. important .because #*Intludes ,nit41.of

e oPen easy clii4ing
more

'of
The-,:stUdy alsb revealcifthat'' mote and .inoteltivate:landOwnekare

eveloping theit retreat*. reiourCes':4n.l. offering
"fee.: Recent action's . the Congress- ate, aimed` at encputiginiEthis
eVeldpfnent.,2.

is-.the,'OUrpose- of 'this booklet, to, call tci. One attentidit
.available7rand-othets,-;.to ,cornewhere you' ,can;.'inake-

outi'd r,s-0-#ce-,:,*; 00*
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room to enjoy
Almost within the suburbs anct.far out to. the

"remotest mountains, a groiving.nuinber-Of.enter.::::*"'''''',::1'
prising landowners are offering their recreationresources

and services at reasonablà cost to a
user. For a small fee,- he can have exclusive.
use' of a tent 'sites or picnic .area; he can hunt,
swim, fish; he can have a horse to ride; or he
can live a week or a month in the quiet country-.
_side and share in the life of a farm or ranch. .,.,
As people show they. are willing to pay for the
recreation that farms and ranches have-to:offer, `.,';',?`;
or can provide, farmers and ,:lanchers%,
depended on to make it available on acCePtable:"
terms.

' . , .
...ation Resources. Review Commission found that
most Americans are easy to satisfy. We settle

. -lor;:tiMPleactiVities; so long as we can be out
. urder the ,sky, in the sun and 'fresh' air,-

Driving and aalking:fo. pleasure are the two
'Most 'popular activities for fun in the Outdoors.
HPlaying games and swimming are next; then

tseeing, bicycling, fishing,. going to outdoor
sporting events, and piCnicking.

The more. actiVe,'and 'hardy go in for skiing,_.. . .

mountain climbng, skindiving, and sailing.
feW-, seek out far places and hike, canoe,

. ride horseback where they can see and live
with the land as it was.. Most of us content'
ourseI,es with reading about, these experiences:

A summer job on a- faiiaor.ranch,..cir,Vata=j;,
tion or weekend in riiral, surroundings, ii good
way for children, to share in these expericncCs,
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Too often the urge to get out'dOotsr'wfthetgg,:tiie prospect -of ,litints,?itn,
a crowded highway. ,For *sr: Of' us :rhe:tp` arVelS of the,:*eitetii`inUn.
tains, the North woods, of,the disfpnt;00ein beachei Mist -he)seservisif
for the occasional major, vacatiOn:trip..:-; 7' ;'

But we don't have to itraie Months' to enjoy:. outdoor recreation'. ;:1414,,
rural areas near cities and towns dffei;snany oPPOttunities:, for
city dweller, to enjoy ont404:fun: eloie to Here are some .of
the possibilities: : 1 ---
Away From the City

, .

Country Drivingchoice farm- scenes, woods;'strearns, plant'and',aniniaj
life for the seeking and a good 'chance to find special spciti where ,you' can

, , 4

enjoy private recreation privileges for a fee. - .: - , - ,

Hiking, Nature Study, Photographynumerous' opportunities. -lotg,taitiii-
try roads and roadsides; paid use of farm recreation facilities ,gains admittance. to
even more varied and select habitats. , , 4,

w ,
Horseback Riding, Hiyridesmain ,Attractions of many, vacation firms', -,

and dude ranches; some farm recreation centers sponsor hayrides:, 44 riding
clubs. ,

Picnickingprivate uncrowded .picnic accommodations . :reasonable. fees,
often associated with other recreation facilities. ,

,

Campingprivate campgrounds convenient for weekend outings,- usually`
with good control of crowding. . ' .

,

Water Sports
., ,

Swimming, Boatingin farm and ranch ponds and watershed lakes; some
with boat docks and beaches,13athhouses, and lifeguards. Charges depend .

on facilities. ,

. .

Water Skiing as well as other, water sports on the large lakes including
many in watershed-protection projects. .

, . .7.

Fishingfishing privileges, .for a,-fee in far* ponds,', Watershed. lakes.,, ,and:
the natural streams and lakes oiiPrivate property; patronage uStialliregiilaie&L.,

. .

to avoid' overcrowding.

Winter Sports .

Skiing, TobOgganingcharges vary according
some little more than open. slopes 'on,,private,rui4,1and:1

Ice Skating, Ice Fishing 'fairr'and'rafieh.:'peon - raider
,r ,

lakes; summer campgrounds: ,and:.siieh::tvith 01,,,i,;,,ose: a

offer winter sports'As',well,',
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1 Hunling
r

V.. -

Hunting Privilegesfor a fee on farms and
f ranches or on adjoining farms

Shooting Preservesguarinreed shooting of

b
p.raid game, usua11 Mr longer seasons than .

itted for wild game

howtoflndthem
4 How do you find places to vacation on a farm,

hike, go horseback riding. picnic, camp, hunt, '

fish or swim, *nd the like' '

Maybe you have already enjoyed outdoor rec- .

reation on a farm Ask your hosts about other
kinds of recreation nearby Or, ask friends you
know have vacationed on a farm The local
offices of the Cooperative State Extension Serv. meet your nosts ;

? ice and th U S. Soil Conservation Service can Outdoor recreation on private land differs f

advise you Their telephone numbers are listed from that on public parks, seashores; and for-

urder U S Department of Agriculture . ests in that you have an individual relationship

Here are other ways to find the places that and tesponsibility to the landowner

V offer rural recreation
Oii public land, you are, in fact, co-owner of

the property As a citizen, you are entitled to
,-

( -

:: .......;. ... : ,,'. .. ... the privileges offered so. long.as:you use :::
Signs advertising outdoor recreation, them so that others may enjoy them. toot
Local game officers When you use private land howevet, ypti ;
Travel bureaus owe the owner the consideration and respect
Auto clubs due any host
Local chambers of commerce When you pay a fee for recreatIon privileges

t Tourist agencies or services, you make a bargain with the land-

?

Outdoor recreation orgarnzation owner You are entitled to the benefits con- ?

' Spornng goods stores tracted for but you should treat your host and )
Gas stations his land with respect Many farmers are re
Motels luctant to share the pleasures of their land
Family and outdoor magazines with city people because of wipleasant experi- '

Special-interest publications ences n the past Even when enjoying the
Travel sections of newspaper pe pleasures of the rural countrysidesight-

,' Osifid ads in newspapers and magazines seeing from a car or stopping for a roadside
S Yellow pages of the telephone directory stollrespect the interests of those who live

: LiteraturofStateparksandresourceagencics on the land s
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picnic grounds
-Picnic grounds on farm i and ranches and on

.;- - --
private land adjacent to 'lakes and streams offer
opportunities for pleasant outings in many areas .

not served by. public 'facilities.-
Private accommodations are usually offered

for a small 'daily fee per person or per car.
.2 They often include privileges for fishing, swim-

ming, boating; hunting, horseback riding, or .

the use of various kinds of 'sports or amuse-
'4 ' Meni facilities.' , ..

pacilus surroundings contribute to the en-
, t oyinelt: of group outings on farm picnic

rounds, Some operatois even show. their
A oung customers how to handle. unfamiliar Out-

9or ,experiences (clekning-,tliei;fish they eitcliil. ''..::`, ,, ,
,,,,,..

fo,eiiiMpfe):,; ,''' '',:c::',=: .,,,,, :';'-= 3 ....... 3,-.:,-,
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: I Thebest fishing often can be on private land .

_i Qr;- where accss is under private control. Much I

C choice fishing is avi1abIe for a fee or as part
I,

; -

of the privileges that go with a farm vacation -

I or with the tisè of a picnic or camping area or .

_ other rural recreatioa facility -
I

I1
-1::

4- Y farm ponds and small lakes are swckd, '-

1

1 -fertilized, and managed to produce superior sport

I fishing A Iuded farm pond

Farms and ranches that lie adjacent to public in a quiet rural scene

watera lake or riveror have fishing streams offers a rare opportunity

- running throuli them may offer, access privile2es , -.

. to enjoy fhbrng

- -

L,
-, -: . - - I - - in pleasant surroundings. -'

for a fees Patçonage, of most privately controlled You need not1 drive great distances

fisbin4ots is' rei4ate4 to avoid 9verciowdlng to reach such fshng water
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Most farmland:produces game of one kind or anotber Iii
fact, it is.. estimated 'that 80' percent of the hunting in the

...United States' is on private land. Although wild game 'ie.'
longs" to the State, the landowner controls access to the :land.

and may charge for the privilege of hunting. 4:

As more and more of you want to hunt, good shooting is
more and more restricted to land where farmers and ranchers

:iinprove. habitat and control huntingaside from ''public ,"

hunting grounds; Most present-day sportsmen are willing to

Par ,a 'reasonable' fee for the privilege of hunting where game

abouiids Local game 'officers usually will know of hunting

cooperatives and .private landowners who sell hunting privi-

leges
On many farms that have lots of waterfowl, farmers make

a business of catering to hunters in season. Some make ex- "-..

tensive.imPrOveMents to control water levels and flood fields

to make them attractive for ducks and geese.
A growing number of shooting preserves near large cities

offer guaranteed shooting of pen-raised game for a fee, usually

for longer seasons than are permitted for wild game, Shooting

preserves usually advertise in the newspapers, sportsmen's
zines' and tt.e clased telephonedirectory

4

`44
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Sleighing, tobogganing, ice skating, Ind ice
fishing have been popular in rural America for
generatiOns.

Thanks to better, transportation 'city .people
Can now readily enjoy these sports too.' Skiing,-
cipecially,:has become 'a popular outdoor sport
in recent years.

Many lodges and resort areas provide dab-
orate facilities for the enjoyment of.snoW'Sports.
Vacation farms and western guest ranches' offer
opportunity for recreation on snow and ice-under
natural conditions.

. Some northern . farmers haVe. cleared, slOPes for
skiing and tobogganing. Some have little more
than open slopes. 'Others- have installed shelters,
tows, and.other equipment for their customers.

in
a
y

ioofns.

them offer oVernightind eating accom
od

,,



Many farms and ranchek
adjoining national' foreiti ,

andand parks in 'snow areas
Offir living accommOdationi
and providelraniportation
to'choice ski areas.
In other places,
private operators have installed
'ski lifti and other equipment
under Use' permits on ptibliC

.,,, X ,
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Much of the fascination of a Nr.' aca- ining the many., kinds of Jizards,--
. .

non or weekend in the country, is in frogs, crickets, butterflies, and other
0 u°'

study in e the plants, animals, and forms of animal life they find in the
other natural objects around , you country... For those from ' theCity,
igature -study whether` planded Or each day brings succession ofirar- -1. ,..: .

incidental, can be an important part velous ."firsts" as they 'explore the
of your enjoyment of ,a -stay. on a world around ,them..

- vacation .farm: or of hiking, camping, Bird watching is one of the most
picnicking, swimming, fishing; or Popular; and ,mOre for.:
'hunting, - Malized, nature study pursuiri..'Many, .

Children, especially, enjoy seeing vacation ; farths, and ranches and
farm animals and finding and exam- other rural recreation areas are at-.



tractivi, habitats for 'birds.-

Camps and outings in the country

, provide opportunity to teach young

-peOple about the,nafuial world in
which they-live and man's Interrela
tiOrisbip .with it. Some School

; items have outdoor classes in which
pupils' collect' identify leaves and

':Other: natural, objects. Under the
;guidance of experts, they see

and ;ildtife and learn-7
`s6thile'foie sis, an

trance-of- conservation.
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Vou AND YOUR neighbors Can -Make new op-
Outdobi,retreation through

.-community projects of many kinds..
The

-
people of every -community- need recre-

ation facilities, demand is growing
steadily; ;:-Filling theneed locally makes the,
cciminum satisfying 'Place:, to ...live.'
This, in turn, ','keeps young people in the cook

ittracts neW,,, industry, tthat

7,

s'

strengthens the local economy.
Almost any open land can be developed for

Some sort of outdoor recreation use. Commu-
nity action, either through cooperative private
enterprise or through 'Government agencies, can
find ways to convert open rural land into in-,
proved recreation areas.

The next three pages point out some* 4,,the

'
7 " : ..

" ;7; ; 7, , . I 7,." 1 .7' ' .7" ; v
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,, etS e peorects:
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Small' watershedtershed ,:pttojeCts ,enable urban and
lural,.'peOPie to Work together. to mike the best ,, , ,

use of land and Water. resourees, for recreation ,,. , . .

-'''`sinci, other, p
, ,

:Sp ,

, , ,

:' Under the Watershed Froteetion and -Flood
:Prevention 'Act, 'reCreatiOn- can be one of the
'major,' purposes'',of a *jai: The Federal' Gov-.z.,. . , , . ,

eminent Can bear 110-:tei'''hilf -the, cost of -a res-
ietyOir or 'other cleVelopMent included for fish

'*nil wildlife or recreation.`, Whether built pri-
''''' y'for eh. O se u rpOse s or nat , .pOols 'formed
ehind ,duns provide a - wide 'variety' of 'fishing

and other: recreation. .

vie. clubs and municipalities have developed,
. many splendid camping Areas,: picnicking'
grbunds, and other recreation .facilities on the
Shorei''of watershed-projci lake's.' '-

,

roup cannps
Every: community needs group camping facil-

ities for its youth organizations; chinch and
civic groups,- and similar groups.

me landowners have developed 'campgrounds
and related facilities that are, available to or-

groups. `,,
ere 'there are not enough private facilities,

rganization,oi municipality can usually ac-
Cluire Aceess to a suitable tract of land and de-
Velop a campground at a modest Cost.

Areas around new reservoirs are especially
such purposes:
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rural-urban projects
Interspersed through the suburbs and in near-

by rural areas around large cities are farmlands
and open tracts of land that could easily be
adapted to recreation, use.

Cropland and pastures can be planted to grass

converted to golf courses and sports sins.
Or they can be ,planted, to ,'trees to provide
'shade fot.cimpiiig Ponds and
small lakes can be built. Choice scenic'

areas can be reserved for 'nature centers,
parks, or bridle paths.

Public agencies, such a s park authorities, agri-
cultural colleges, 'the . U.S Soil Conservation
Service, the U.S. Forest Service, and the Coop-
erative Extension Service can provide. the tech-
nical advice and assistance needed to develop
almost any, kind of land that may be available
for adapted recreation uses.

The surging demand for recreation facilities
in urban fringe areas can be met through proj;
ects that unite urban and rural sponsoring or-
ganizationssuch as a suburban unit of gov-
ernment and a soil conservation district-7in co-
operative planning and development

Recent legislation enables the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture to give technical and credit
assistance to such rural-urban projects to create
new camping and picnicking facilities, riding
and hiking trails, and such to improve and pro-
tect the scenic attractions of rural areas..

hunting areas
In some places adjacent landowners are offer

ing for a fee, hunting privileges on their com-
bined acreage.

In others, sportsmen have taken the initiative
in making arrangements with groups of farm-
ers to use their land for hunting. These, ar-
rangements often provide for the hunters to
help with, habitat improvement in the area As
a result they have superior hunting with reea-
latecl access.

Soil conservation districts ane other local
farmers' organizations provide good contacts for
initiating cooperative hunting arrangements.

State wildlife agencies may, be able to, help
with such projects.

/

Tti

1

F



4

_Ow

\4'

11 4,

'71

ryes

fu,"

A24

yh

at you can do
You:can help increase the oUtdOor recreation fa-

cilities available to you ,ind .your neighbors by sup-,
:2porting and encouraging bOth 'private and:riblic-::
developments. Here 'are some of the ways you,

'Can :

PATRONIZE farm and "ranch recreation enter-,
prises that give good service at reasonable, prices.,

EXPLORE. the countryside. Locate,' arcas,' ,that
could be developed for the kind. of recreation; you-

are interested in. ;

TALK to your neighbor's.' Interest. thelfin
possibilities of supporting the kind' of facilities
you want in nearby rural areas.
ASK QUESTIONS; about organizations' that might .
sponsor a rural-urban recreation project, -Canvass
both:urban or suburban and rural conimunity*-
tivities. Likely' prospects in cities and towns are
civic clubs, 'Churches, educational and welfare as-
sociations; sportsmen's . clubs. corisqyattOn,[,,and:
,naturatist societies; likely prospects in stlie"CotintrY
are soil conservation districts,- waterShed.
atiOns,, and granges..

FIND OUT what assistancefinancial' and other
is available from public-service agencies of your
municipal ;' county, State, and.Federal 'Governments.
Find Out if any projects and programs are already

--. underway or being planned.' Your 'county agent
or Soil conservation district office can, tell you about
rural development projects.. . ,

PROPOSE to your local planning board Or other .
.municipal or county officials the kind 'of project,
you; want.
ORGANIZE a Citizens' committee . Or association
to promote and sponSor you_ r project if no existing
organization seems willing to undertake it.
ATTEND MEETINGS and hearings and support
your proposal.,
WORK AT IT. AcCept a post- on a committee
and help with the tasks that must, be done' to .d.:-

Velop and carry out cooperative public: action..

IT'S UP TO YOU. Our country has abundant
natural resources to meet outdoor recreation needs.
It ", up to you as local citizens to see that they are
put-to good use.
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how;,USDA, can help
r
The U.S. Departraent''of Airiailture has an in-.

terest in the land, use problenavof urban fringe.-- ,.
aniFiural .areas. and a responSibiliti-for COnterva;
tion and cleieloPment4Of:natuial_resotirces.'- Many
of the 'Nation'i needs for OutdOor recreation can -,
be served by .:wisenianagetnent._of

'and-anirnal resources on private
USDA' through its local 'iifficials :Can help' in... ..... .

many. ways .to develop outdoor. recreation-. projects,....., .

Here, are some 'Of than::

TiCHNICAL_ASSISTANCE - ' -

Provide infOrMation about soil, water,ancrother natural resources.
Make special nirveyi to gather, local facts 'about physical, economic,
and social factors, ;,s;-
Advise and assiit.landowners: soil conservation districts, planning
-boa-ids, and others" iii plans for recreation and resource
.development:
Provide designs fai-6eededlecieatitin
Give onsite techniCal lOtatiOg recreation :facilities,
-Planting grass and trees and the like

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE- ,;

Make loans to local sponiorinrcirganizationifor costs Of watershed
projects; rural,urban 'recreation projects, and rUral electric coop-
eratives.
Make loanito landowners for sOil,"Water,flOreStry,and wildlife con-
,servition practices and to family faimersiOipUrchast, construction;
and operation of recreation facilities.- '
Share cost of construction and land treatment in watershed projecti
for flood prevention, Water management; fiikarld,wildlife develop,
ment, and recreation facilitiei',,,Share-pse'of,establishing'soil Ant:,
water, forestry, ,fiSh and wildlifeeandoereaciodpiactices on fa
and ranclieS.

. -,- , ,,

EDUCATION , ' , , ..

Assist the general public in understanding the role ofoutdoor roc- ''
reation in resource development and arriving at sound &Wit policy.
Inform landowners and 'others of important considerations in de-
termining the feasibility of recreation enterprises or community
projects. , _ . .

Provide counsel and training in the development and manage=
ment of recreation resources and in methods of serving the
publia. , : .
PUblkize,IhrOugh mass niedia,'Programs and Methods to con--'
serve and develop natural resources,- including, outdoor reaea- ,-
tion benefits: 1 't .' ' .. * ., - . .

RESEARCH :

Study basic principles arid local economic, legal fic='
tors that 'affect development of recreation`'enterprises and ,

projects.

RURAL AREAS DEVELOPMENT
Patticipite in developthent oioverall economk,devehipthent
programs designed to mice full coordinated useofall the fore-
going services in adesignated area.
'Serve in advisory or consulting capacity Rural AreaiDeireloPinc*';
organizations.
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New opportunities for outdoor recreation are opening up all across ruralAmeriia.';
They range from access, to privately owned land for camping to ownershiFi'Of
a' place of your own in the country.' .

Farmers and ranchers for.a small fee are, providing facilities for water sports,
for winter sports, and for hunting, horseback riding, and the like.
Urban and rural people are working together to develop camping areas,
picnic erounds, and facilities for water sporti around small-wciterahed lakes.
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